
CONTRARIAN
Narrated by Fred Dalton Thompson and directed by award-winning 
filmmaker Mary Mazzio, Contrarian chronicles the life of legendary investor, 
John Templeton, who ranks among the top investors of all time, alongside 
Warren Bu�ett and Peter Lynch.  In fact, long before Bu�ett and Lynch 
were on the radar, thousands of people were trekking to Templeton’s 
annual meetings – making Templeton the first true rock star investor.

Raised in a small rural town in Tennessee, John was profoundly influenced 
by his mother who encouraged his sense of adventure from an early age.  
She also imbued in her son an indefatigable sense of optimism, which 
proved to be indispensable years later when John’s father lost everything 
with a risky bet on cotton futures. Undeterred, John stayed on at Yale (and 
later at Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar), paying his own way with the earnings 
from three jobs and nightly poker games.  John’s resilience and his 
meteoric rise as an entrepreneur, investor, and philanthropist can be 
attributed to lessons learned in his youth: think di�erently, live frugally, be 
willing to bet against conventional thinking, and, above all, be honest. 
Which made Templeton unique, particularly on Wall Street.

But John’s story does not end there.  Once he made his fortune, he 
continued to defy convention, looking at things di�erently. Only instead of 
stocks and bonds, the topics now included some of the world’s oldest 
questions.  Why are we here? Is there evidence of God?  To study these 
issues, John sought to bring together the brightest scientists and 
theologians – building bridges between people who had never worked 
together.

Fiercely independent, broadminded, and unconventional, John always 
remained true to who he was.

Written and Directed by Mary Mazzio and narrated by Fred Dalton Thompson.
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